
We are living hard and uncertain times, the
events in the countries nearby are affecting us,

but one thing is sure: we must continue our
activity in Kenya and we have to support the

community on Rusinga Island.

Dear Friends!
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End of Semester at Sargy Centre
 In March, the school year ended in Kenya and the diligent

students are now on holiday. We hope that these days will be full
of joy for them, because they worked hard in the last couple of
weeks: according to the year and exams results Sargy is no. 18
out of the 128 schools of the region. Congratulations for all
students and teachers for their work, and we wish them all the
best for the next semester!

The 8th graders had their graduation exams at the end of March
and all them graduated with good results! All of them qualified
for further high school studies, but unfortunately school fees are
an enormous challenge for most of the families. We are so proud
of them and wish them Every Blessing!



"Daily porridge"

Thanks to our sponsors and friends, we restarted our daily
porridge program in October, so the more than 250 students of
Sargy can have a simple meal at school. The students are queuing
each day with their cups in their hands, being extremely grateful
for their portion. For many of them, this is the only meal they take
during the school program, from 7:30 am until 6 pm. We are
grateful for all the donations and we are encouraging our friends
and sponsors to continue with the support!



2021 was an excellent year in terms of the development of
Sargy: four new classrooms and an office block was built;
electric power was brought both to the school site and to the
“volunteer’s house”; and new showers, toilets and a kitchen was
built at the “volunteer’s house”.

Besides all of this, in the Fall of 2021, with the support of
Hungary Helps, an enthusiastic group of 12 volunteers went to
Rusinga Island and had a very productive time with Sargy. They
organized a bible camp, weekend school activities for the
children from the community. They held interactive classes for
the students of Sargy and their creativity and enthusiasm
affected not only the children but the teachers as well.
“Bibliotherapy” meetings for the widow self-help groups from
the nearby villages were also organized.

Achievements in 2021



The team was involved in practical works too. As a first step, we
created a drip irrigation system on a plot in the school garden and
we planted tomatoes, beans and green peas which will contribute
in the future to the school feeding program. On a second, larger,
plot we created a sprinkler irrigation system. Both these systems
will allow for agricultural activities throughout the whole year not
only during the short rainy season, will contribute to the
sustainability of the school and can serve as a model farm for the
area.



We started landscaping work around the school yard and the
football field: for this a hired bulldozer made an access road to
the school and levelled the yard and the football field. After this
we planted 40 trees and 90 shrubs, and watered them regularly.
We integrated the students in this process: they made a schedule
and they are watering the plants up till today. Also, we created a
rock garden, we planted grass on the school yard and the
football field and watered regularly the „Kikuyu grass” seeds.

Due to the high water levels of the lake, the soil erosion
represents a big problem, that is the reason why we supported
the extension of the gabion wall built in 2020. The construction of
stairs to the new classrooms was also started.



Testimony from a volunteer

“No man is an island entire of itself; every man is a piece of
the continent, a part of the main…” In harmony with the
famous quote from a John Donne sermon, our voluntary work in
Rusinga did not stop at the confines of Sargy Education Centre,
but reached out to people around the school, parents or
neighbours of its children. Our attention was focused especially
on the selfhelp groups of widows in some of the close or farther
communities of Rusinga. 

Since widowhood is for life in their culture, members of these
groups face the difficulties of single-parenting. Affected by
diseases (sometimes infected by their late husbands who died of
AIDS), struck by economic crises, they embrace the overall
hardships twice. To cope, they come together on a regular basis
for praying and sharing experiences and ideas of survival. 



Our encounters were shaped by the therapeutic methods and
tradition of storytelling, relished with dramatic role-play. After
introducing ourselves, we told the group a story, then we invited
the group to enact it several times. The brave and joyful
improvisation in the role play helped us to understand them since
we did not have a shared language, but had to get on with the
help of a local interpreter. The closing part of our meeting
consisted in reflecting first to the story and the dramatic role-
play, secondly to similar life experiences as those evoked in the
story. Playing, singing, laughing and praying together established
an atmosphere of trust in which we all could share the hardest
memories, the worst fears, the most pressing needs, and the
boldest hopes. 

One may consider an outcome of our visit that the needs of
these three widow groups have also been voiced, and as a result,
small chicken farms have been set up for each widow group.                      
Bálint Ágnes



With support from Hungary Helps, we started to build four new
classrooms, to replace the existing temporary classrooms made
of metal sheet. One of our volunteers was on site in February and
March, coordinating and supervising the construction. He also
coordinated construction of a drainage system too, to prevent
rain water damages during the rainy season.

In addition, with support from Hungary Helps and Melinda Group
we are planning to build six studio apartments for the Sargy
teachers. Currently they live in hard to believe conditions with their
families, each in a small metal sheet room with no windows, no
furniture, sleeping on the ground, they have to cook outside on
open fire and all the smoke enters in their rooms. 

Plans for 2022



Besides this, we are happy that last year our volunteers started
computer science classes using laptops we received as
donations. We taught the students and the teachers the basics
of using a computer. Since then, Samwel managed to purchase a
few computers for the school and a proper IT classroom was set
up, as computer science is now part of the Kenyan school
curriculum and is compulsory.



Hungary Helps Scholarship

We are honored that our project was accepted by the Hungary
Helps Scholarship Program for Continued Education, and through
this we are able to support the university education and
mentoring of six Sargy graduates. We are delighted that the best
former Sargy students have this great opportunity and we are
hopeful that once they complete their studies they will help their
communities in return.



Africa Expo

We are glad that, at the beginning of March, we could
participate at the 10th Hungary Helps Africa Expo: we were
happy to meet the wide and colorful palette of organizations
which activate in Africa; we had interesting conversations with
the representatives of these organizations, so we can proudly
say that we learnt a lot, and we were inspired. Moreover, during
different panel discussions, we had the opportunity to present
our projects and the possibilities of involvement. These few days
represent an unforgettable experience for us and we hope that
the discussions held at this Expo will lead to fruitful partnerships!



Message from Samwel Okomo,
the founder and director of

Sargy

"“We end proudly this school year. It is of great pleasure to thank
those who have adopted Sargy and its projects in their hearts
and donated generously, but we have to thank to our teachers
too, who made a great effort so the students could benefit from
quality education. The hard work of the teachers is shown in the
results of the students: Sargy is on the 18th position from the 128
schools of the region and the final results of the 8th graders will
crown their hard work and great effort. May God bless you all!
Asante sana!”



We are grateful to our sponsors for their contributions; during our
stay in Kenya, we saw again how important each and every donation
is. This is the only way to ensure the proper running of the school and

the “daily porridge” program. The amount of 15 Euro/month
completely covers the tuition and feeding costs of a child; so we

encourage all our friends – as Samwel said – to keep in their hearts
the lives of these children and this school, and by any donation with
any regularity, to contribute to the creation of a better and safer

future!

www.blythswood.ro/i-have-a-brick-in-kenya

facebook.com/brickinkenya

https://www.blythswood.ro/donate
https://www.blythswood.ro/donate

